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CONFIDENTIAL BELGRADE 6026 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, GW, YO 

SUB J : FRG- YUGOSLAV REQUESTS FOR EXTRADITION OF TERRORISTS 
REF: (A) BONN 14703, (B) BONN 14597, (C) BONN 14384 

1 . ACCORDING TO FRG EMBASSY HERE, AUGUST 1 1 TALKS BETWEEN 
FRG FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER AND SFRY FOREIGN SECRETARY 
VRHOVEC WERE USEFUL AND POSITIVE. VRHOVEC LEFT A "VERY 
FAVORABLE" IMPRESSION AND WAS QUITE "FAIR" AND REASONABLE 
WITH REGARD TO THE BILANDZIC EXTRADITION CASE. VRHOVEC 
REPORTEDLY NOW HAS A MUCH BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE LEGAL 
PROCESSES INVOLVED AND OF THE FACT THAT FRG REALLY HAS LITTLE 
ALTERNATIVE OTHER THAN TO LET THEM RUN THEIR COURSE. FRG 
EMBOFF BELIEVES YUGOSLAVS RECOGNIZE THAT THIS COULD TAKE 
SOME TIME BUT AS A RESULT OF THE VRHOVEC TRIP ARE ON THE 
WHOLE REASSURED BY THE RECENT DECISION OF THE COLOGNE COURT 
THAT BILANDZIC IS EXTRADITABLE AND HOPEFUL THAT BILANDZIC 
EVENTUALLY WILL BE RETURNED TO YUGOSLAVIA FOR TRIAL. 

2. DESPITE SOME FRG SUCCESS IN "DEPOLITICIZING" THE 
BILANDZIC CASE (FOR THE MOST PART), FRG EMBOFF SAYS VRHOVEC 
MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE EXTRADITION QUESTION COULD NOT BE 
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SEPARATED FROM OVERALL YUGOSLAV- WEST GERMAN RELATIONS AND 
THAT YUGOSLAV ACTION ON FRG REQUEST FOR EXTRADITION OF FOUR 
GERMAN TERRORISTS NOW BEING HELD IN YUGOSLAVIA COULD NOT 
REALISTICALLY BE EXPECTED UNTIL THE BILANDZIC MATTER IS 
FAVORABLY RESOLVED. ON THIS SCORE, FRG EMBASSY WAS AT ONE 
POINT CONCERNED THAT YUGOSLAVS WOULD NOT LEGALLY BE ABLE TO 
DETAIN THE GERMAN TERRORISTS BEYOND MID-JULY DUE TO THE 
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RELATIVELY MINOR NATURE OF THE CHARGES (ILLEGAL ENTRY AND 
POSSESSION OF WEAPONS). NOW, HOWEVER, THE JULY DATE HAS 
PASSED, THE GERMAN TERRORISTS ARE STILL IN JAIL, AND FRG 
EMBASSY BELIEVES YUGOSLAVS WILL FIND WAYS (LEGAL OR OTHER- 
WISE) TO DETAIN THE FOUR TERRORISTS AS LONG AS NECESSARY. 

3. ON BALANCE, FRG EMBASSY TENDS TO THINK THAT BILANDZIC 
WILL EVENTUALLY BE EXTRADITED. FIRST, HOWEVER, HE WILL MOST 
LIKELY APPEAL THE COLOGNE COURT'S EXTRADITION FINDING TO THE 
WEST GERMAN CONSTITUTIONAL COURT AND THIS PROCESS COULD TAKE 
A YEAR. BEYOND THAT, THERE IS EVEN THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
BILANDZIC WILL TRY TO TAKE HIS CASE TO THE EUROPEAN COURT OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE GROUNDS THAT HE IS BEING PERSECUTED FOR 
HIS POLITICAL BELIEFS AND COULD NOT RECEIVE A FAIR TRIAL IN 
YUGOSLAVIA. 

4. COMMENT: JUDGING FROM YUGOSLAV PRESS COVERAGE OF THE 
GENSCHER-VRHOVEC TALKS AND YUGOSLAVS’ KNOWN SENSITIVITES IN 
THIS AREA, WE HAVE OUR DOUBTS ABOUT JUST HOW LONG THE YUGOSLAVS 
WILL BE PATIENT ABOUT LONG DELAYS IN EXTRADITING BILANDZIC 

(OR OTHER ANTI- YUGOSLAV EMIGRE TERRORISTS). THE PRESS, 

WHILE NOTING THE ’'POSITIVE" OUTCOME OF THE TALKS AND VRHOVEC'S 
ASSESSMENT THAT WEST GERMAN- YUGOSLAV RELATIONS ARE DEVELOPING 
IN A CONSTRUCTIVE SPIRIT. ALSO POINTEDLY NOTED GOY DISSATIS- 
FACTION WITH THE MANNER AND SPEED WITH WHICH EMIGRE CASES 
HAVE BEEN HANDLED, INDICATED THAT YUGOSLAVIA WOULD NOT BE 
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SATISFIED WITH HALF-MEASURES AND "DOUBLE STANDARDS" IN COMBATTING 
ANTI- YUGOSLAV TERRORISM IN WEST GERMANY, AND EMPHASIZED THAT 
THE GOY LOOKS TO THE FRG AUTHORITIES TO ENSURE A FAVORABLE 
RESOLUTION OF EXTRADITION REQUESTS. THESE INCLUDE, OF COURSE, 

IN ADDITION TO BILANDZIC, OTHER CROATIAN EMIGRES THE YUGOSLAVS 
ARE SEEKING AND WHOSE CASES ARE NOT APPARENTLY AS LIKELY TO 
RESULT IN EVENTUAL EXTRADITION AS THAT OF BILANDZIC. 
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